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EDITORIAL
Best Informational Graphic
Non-daily Division, circ. less than 2,000
First Place
Marietta (Oklahoma) Monitor
Josh Meo, The Science Behind Tornado's

Second Place
Rock County Star Herald, Luverne, Minnesota
Heather Johnson, Road Map to Better Brain Health

Third Place
Henderson (Minnesota) Independent
Rachel Miller, Park Elementary School timeline

Honorable Mention
Knox County News, Bloomfield, Nebraska
Carrie Pitzer, Where Did The $389,000 Go?
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Best Informational Graphic
Non-daily Division, circ. 2,000-3,999
First Place
Antelope County News, Neligh, Nebraska
Kimberly Large, Cost of Outfitting A Firefighter

Second Place
The Ark, Tiburon, California
Kevin Hessel, Tiburon Tommie's Twists

Third Place
The Ark, Tiburon, California
Kevin Hessel, Tiburon Boulevard bike lanes

Honorable Mention
The Ark, Tiburon, California
Kevin Hessel, Crime in Tiburon and Belvedere









Best Informational Graphic
Non-daily Division, circ. 4,000-5,999
First Place
Riverton (Wyoming) Ranger
Anita Duran, Diploma dilemma deepens

Second Place
Riverton (Wyoming) Ranger
Anita Duran, July was deadly

Third Place
Riverton (Wyoming) Ranger
Anita Duran, All-time low










Best Informational Graphic
Non-daily Division, circ. 6,000-9,999
First Place
Jackson Hole News&Guide, Jackson, Wyoming
Andy Edwards, Egg prices

Second Place
The Taos (New Mexico) News
Paul Gutches, Math struggles persist but reading improves at Taos Schools

Third Place
Grosse Pointe New, Grosse Pointe Farms, Michigan
Donna Zetterlund, Info Graphics
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Best Informational Graphic
Daily & Non-daily Division, circ. 10,000 or more
First Place
Farm and Dairy, Salem, Ohio
David Hartong, How to identify disease-carrying ticks

Second Place
Advertiser-News North, Chester, New York
Ann Marie Vitoulis and Christina Scotti, Are prices really increasing?


Third Place
The Examiner, Beaumont, Texas
Blaine Gonzales, Bond Propositions details abbreviated

Honorable Mention
The Examiner, Beaumont, Texas
Blaine Gonzales, Bond Propositions details in full
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Story-Series - Best Localized National Story
Non-daily Division, circ. less than 2,000
First Place
Royse City Herald-Banner, Greenville, Texas
Kent Miller, Hitting too close to home

Second Place
Herald-Banner, Greenville, Texas
Kent Miller, They deserve food on their plates

Third Place
Rock County Star Herald, Luverne, Minnesota
Lori Sorenson, Federal funding cuts hit home, halt local soil efforts

Honorable Mention
Southwest Ledger, Lawton, Oklahoma
Mike W. Ray, 8 Chinese nationals sentenced to federal prison in black market marijuana operation
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Story-Series - Best Localized National Story
Non-daily Division, circ. 2,000-3,999
First Place
Westfield (New Jersey) Leader
Katie Moen, Fred T. Rossi, Union County Residents Protest Sale of Jail to ICE

Second Place
The Alamance News, Graham, North Carolina
Kristy Bailey, Clover Garden - they vs. them debate explodes at charter school

Third Place
The Green River (Wyoming) Star
Hannah Romero, Fed cuts lead to mine safety setbacks

Honorable Mention
Antelope County News, Neligh, Nebraska
Carrie Pitzer, Fort Benning Renamed For Neligh Hero
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Story-Series - Best Localized National Story
Non-daily Division, circ. 4,000-5,999
First Place
Columbia Gorge News, Hood River, Oregon
Nathan Wilson, Federal job cuts hit BPA, OSU experiment station

Second Place
Village Star-Revue, Brooklyn, New York
Leian Gabra, Immigration and foreign students











Story-Series - Best Localized National Story
Non-daily Division, circ. 6,000-9,999
First Place
Jackson Hole News&Guide, Jackson, Wyoming
Christina MacIntosh and Billy Arnold, New administration wreaks havoc on federal lands, people who manage them

Second Place
Sparta Independent, Chester, New York
Bryan Fumagalli, The DOGE Effect

Third Place
The Taos (New Mexico) News
Geoffrey Plant, Doge layoffs still hitting Taos

Honorable Mention
Warwick Advertiser, Chester, New York
Becca Tucker, 'They can't touch your family for a year'
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Story-Series - Best Localized National Story
Non-daily Division, circ. 10,000-14,999
First Place
Philadelphia (Pennsylvania) Gay News
Victoria A. Brownworth, Trump tariffs’ hidden costs

Second Place
The Examiner, Beaumont, Texas
Barbara Davis, SETX Food Bank braces for 'Big Beautiful Bill' impact

Third Place
Hyattsville (Maryland) Life & Times
Kit Slack, Abrego Garcia in Hyattsville

Honorable Mention
The Examiner, Beaumont, Texas
Dannie Oliveaux, Fraud and mail theft elevated, bank offers method to fight back
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Story-Series - Best Localized National Story
Daily & Non-daily Division, circ. 15,000 or more
First Place
Yankton (South Dakota) Daily Press & Dakotan
Randy Dockendorf, Tribes Push ID Cards

Second Place
Yankton (South Dakota) Daily Press & Dakotan
Randy Dockendorf, FSU Shooting

Third Place
Yankton (South Dakota) Daily Press & Dakotan
Randy Dockendorf, Mourning the Loss of the Holy Father

Honorable Mention
Yankton (South Dakota) Daily Press & Dakotan
Randy Dockendorf, Uncertainty Remains For Santee
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Best Front Page Design
Non-daily Division, circ. less than 2,000
First Place
Marietta (Oklahoma) Monitor
Connor Choate & Josh Meo, Pregnancy Fulfills Promise

Second Place
Marietta (Oklahoma) Monitor
Connor Choate & Josh Meo, One Year Later

Third Place
Southeast Texas Business Journal, Beaumont, Texas
Dannie Oliveaux, SETX Business Journal, Page 1, October 2025

Honorable Mention
The Observer, Dundee, New York
Brandon Lawson, The Observer 6-18-25
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Best Front Page Design
Non-daily Division, circ. 2,000-3,999
First Place
Steele County Times, Blooming Prairie, Minnesota
Staff, Best Front Page

Second Place
The Ark, Tiburon, California
Kevin Hessel, Feb. 12, 2025

Third Place
Lander Journal, Riverton, Wyoming
Kim Draper, Journal front page

Honorable Mention
Douglas (Wyoming) Budget
Matt Adelman, Clifford Smith, Cinthia Stimson Descloux and staff, Front page design
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Best Front Page Design
Non-daily Division, circ. 4,000-5,999
First Place
Riverton (Wyoming) Ranger
Anita Duran, Ranger front page

Second Place
Riverton (Wyoming) Ranger
Anita Duran, Ranger Front page

Third Place
The Southwestern College Sun, Chula Vista, California
The Sun Staff, 'Welcome to Our Land'














Best Front Page Design
Non-daily Division, circ. 6,000-9,999
First Place
The Taos (New Mexico) News
Paul Gutches, Clementine Miller, A1 page from the December 31, 2025 edition of the Taos News

Second Place
Jackson Hole News&Guide, Jackson, Wyoming
Andy Edwards, Doug Sanders, Jackson Hole News&Guide front page

Third Place
Moonshine Ink of Truckee, California
Mike English, Sarah Miller, October 2025 Newsom/Kiley

Honorable Mention
Grosse Pointe New, Grosse Pointe Farms, Michigan
Jody McVeigh, Grosse Pointe News - Front Page Design










Best Front Page Design
Non-daily Division, circ. 10,000 or more
First Place
St. Louis (Missouri) American
Mike Terhaar, Welcome Home

Second Place
The Examiner, Beaumont, Texas
Blaine Gonzales, BISD faces TEA accountability

Third Place
The Examiner, Beaumont, Texas
Blaine Gonzales, Let the games...

Honorable Mention
The Pilot, Southern Pines, North Carolina
Lauren Ellis, Aberdeen Revitalization











Best Front Page Design
Daily Division
First Place
The Daily Post, Palo Alto, California
Emily Mibach, Sheriff fired


Second Place
Sioux City (Iowa) Journal
Staff, Sioux City Journal

Third Place
The Lawton (Oklahoma) Constitution
Staff, 12-30-25
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Best Online Album or Slide Show
Non-daily Division
First Place
The Mountain-Ear, Nederland, Colorado
Christopher Kelley, A Tragedy in Pictures: Day one

Second Place
Casa Grande (Arizona) Dispatch
Oscar Perez, Farewell Mass to Church

Third Place
St. Louis (Missouri) American
Wiley Price, Alvin A. Reid and Dawn Suggs, One of the worst tornados in St. Louis history

Honorable Mention
The Mountain-Ear, Nederland, Colorado
Christopher Kelley, Lakeview Fire story continued story told in a sequence of 28 photos
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Best Reader-Generated Campaign
Non-daily Division
First Place
Hooker County Tribune, Mullen, Nebraska
Gerri Peterson, The Vacationer Issue

Second Place
Jefferson County Leader, Festus, Missouri
Lindsay Recar, Leader Publications Show Off Your Grandkids contest
Third Place
Grosse Pointe New, Grosse Pointe Farms, Michigan
Donna Zetterlund, GPN Editorial Staff, GPN Sales Team, Yearly Calendar

Honorable Mention
Sparta Independent, Chester, New York
Luke Rowe, What's the best thing about dad?
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Best Reporting on Local Government
Non-daily Division circ. less than 2,000
First Place
Knox County News, Bloomfield, Nebraska
Carrie Pitzer, Cases dismissed, fines refunded

Second Place
Southwest Ledger, Lawton, Oklahoma
Mike W. Ray, Commissioner Josh Powers unloads on Commissioner Ryan John
Third Place
Times-Standard-Herald, Marion. Alabama
John Allan Clark, Marion's Water Crisis and City Hall

Honorable Mention
Henderson (Minnesota) Independent
Rachel Miller & Beth Cornish, Proposed asphalt plant draws concerns
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Best Reporting on Local Government
Non-daily Division circ. 2,000-3,999
First Place
The Ark, Tiburon, California
Francisco Martinez, Fight over Tiburon Boulevard bike lanes

Second Place
The Ark, Tiburon, California
Tyler Callister, Kevin Hessel, Belvedere upholds $300k fine after fiery hearing on construction delays
Third Place
The Ark, Tiburon, California
Francisco Martinez, Termination of popular librarian sparks controversy

Honorable Mention
The Green River (Wyoming) Star
Hannah Romero, The price to be paid for property tax cuts
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Best Reporting on Local Government
Non-daily Division circ. 4,000-5,999
First Place
Riverton (Wyoming) Ranger
Sarah Squires, Marit Gookin, Austin Beck-Doss, County's secret ballots

Second Place
Riverton (Wyoming) Ranger
Sarah Squires, Transparency transgressions
Third Place
Eldridge (Iowa) North Scott Press
Noah Glasgow, Supervisors stall power plant

Honorable Mention
The Red Hook Star-Revue, Brooklyn, New York
George Fiala, Community Board 6 in Red Hook, Brooklyn
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Best Reporting on Local Government
Non-daily Division circ. 6,000-14,999
First Place
College Park (Maryland) Here & Now
Sharon O'Malley, Sammy Liu, Kit Slack, Voters elect 3 new city councilmembers

Second Place
The Examiner, Beaumont, Texas
Barbara Davis, City acknowledges negligence
Third Place
Grosse Pointe New, Grosse Pointe Farms, Michigan
Laurel Kraus, Theft ring brought to light with aid from GP

Honorable Mention
Philadelphia (Pennsylvania) Gay News
Lauren Rowello, Coverage of LGBTQ implications of local elections
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Best Reporting on Local Government
Non-daily Division circ. 15,000 or more
First Place
The Maine Monitor, Hallowell, Maine
Daniel O'Connor, Evan W. Houk, Judith Meyer, Washington County budget crisis

Second Place
The Pilot, Southern Pines, North Carolina
Ana Risano, More Than Meets the Public Eye

Third Place
Park Cities People, Dallas, Texas
Sarah Hodges, BestReportingonLocalGovernment_PCPFeb2025-pg.12_PickleballRacket














Best Reporting on Local Government
Daily Division
First Place
Yankton (South Dakota) Daily Press & Dakotan
Randy Dockendorf, Ambulance Crisis

Second Place
The Daily Post, Palo Alto, California
Adriana Hernandez, Sheriff scandal cost

Third Place
Wyoming Tribune Eagle, Cheyenne, Wyoming
Ivy Secrest, Sheriff enters into 287(g) contract with ICE

Honorable Mention
The Daily Post, Palo Alto, California
Adriana Hernandez, Neighborhood feels abandoned by sheriff












Best Use of a Double-Truck
Non-Daily Division, circ. less than 2000
First Place
Marietta (Oklahoma) Monitor
Josh Meo, The Science Behind Tornado's

Second Place
The Observer, Dundee, New York
Brandon Lawson, PENN YAN BOYS LACROSSE WINS NEW YORK STATE CHAMPIONSHIP

Third Place
Henderson (Minnesota) Independent
Rachel Miller, Giant Days coverage

Honorable Mention
Cedar Valley News, Greeley, Nebraska
Rikki Radar, State Wrestling










Best Use of a Double-Truck
Non-Daily Division, circ. 2,000-9,999
First Place
Jackson Hole News&Guide, Jackson, Wyoming
Andy Edwards, The siren song of the wapiti

Second Place
Jackson Hole News&Guide, Jackson, Wyoming
Andy Edwards, Family subdivisions

Third Place
The Southwestern College Sun, Chula Vista, California
Andrea Aladin, Keynote of All Elegance

Honorable Mention
The Southwestern College Sun, Chula Vista, California
Raul Ramirez, Carla Gutierrez, Ines Cervantes, Garden Spot Blossoms











Best Use of a Double-Truck
Daily & Non-daily Division, circ. 10,000 or more
First Place
The Pilot, Southern Pines, North Carolina
Lauren Ellis, Ana Risano, Construction Coming Soon to a Road Near You

Second Place
The Pilot, Southern Pines, North Carolina
Lauren Ellis, Jonathan Bym, Reviving 'The Rock'

Third Place
The Pilot, Southern Pines, North Carolina
Lauren Ellis, Ana Risano, Aberdeen Revitalization

Honorable Mention
The Examiner, Beaumont, Texas
Blaine Gonzales, Viva Art Contest Winners











Best Use of Social Media for Breaking News
Daily & Non-daily Division
First Place
Henderson (Minnesota) Independent
Rachel Miller, Henderson Independent: Social media use during a statewide manhunt

Second Place
Antelope County News, Neligh, Nebraska
carrie Pitzer, Water Notice

















Civic - Community Service Award
Daily & Non-daily Division
First Place
The Southwestern College Sun, Chula Vista, California
The Sun Staff, A New Age for Native Americans at Southwestern College

Second Place
Steele County Times, Blooming Prairie, Minnesota
Staff, Controversial BP Roadway

Third Place
Marietta (Oklahoma) Monitor
Connor Choate, Anabel Ulloa, Donna Martin, and Josh Meo, La Voz

Honorable Mention
Times-Standard-Herald, Marion. Alabama
John Allan Clark, Marion Water System Financial Accountability











Column - Best Humorous Column
Daily & Non-daily, circ. less than 5,000
First Place
Marietta (Oklahoma) Monitor
Joani Hartin, Welcome to the Farm

Second Place
Royse City Herald-Banner, Greenville, Texas
Kent Miller, H-E-B turns grocery shopping into a full-blown Texas spectacle

Third Place
Eldridge (Iowa) North Scott Press
Erin M. Gentz, Women's empowerment highlights first week as solo editor

Honorable Mention
The Lawton (Oklahoma) Constitution
Mary McClure, Fountain fixed; lamp cured











Column - Best Humorous Column
Daily & Non-daily circ. 5,000 - 9,999
First Place
Riverton (Wyoming) Ranger
Sarah Squires, Thought she was a big girl

Second Place
Jackson Hole News&Guide, Jackson, Wyoming
Mark Huffman, View from the Hole

Third Place
The Journal-News, Hillsboro, Illinois
Isaiah Atkins, A Few Good Words
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Column - Best Humorous Column
Daily & Non-daily circ. 10,000 or more
First Place
Philadelphia (Pennsylvania) Gay News
Jen Colletta, This summer, we’re letting chaos reign

Second Place
St. Louis (Missouri) American
Delores Shante, Partyline by Delores Shante "Happy Salute eve!"

Third Place
Park Cities People, Dallas, Texas
Sarah Hodges, BestHumorousColumn_PCPNov2025-pg2_BestBakedGoods













Column - Best Serious Column
Daily & Non-daily Division, circ. less than 1000
First Place
Southwest Ledger, Lawton, Oklahoma
James Finck, The hardest part of parenting - letting children pick their own path

Second Place
Royse City Herald-Banner, Greenville, Texas
Kent Miller, A simple cry for help shouldn’t be met with hate and ridicule

Third Place
Southwest Ledger, Lawton, Oklahoma
James Finck, God only knows how much you'll be missed

Honorable Mention
Stanton (Nebraska) Register
Carrie Pitzer, Mental Health Put In ForeFront Of Fair










Column - Best Serious Column
Daily & Non-daily Division, circ. 1000 - 1999
First Place
Rock County Star Herald, Luverne, Minnesota
Lori Sorenson, Tired American journalist

Second Place
The Ellis County Star, Arnett, Oklahoma
Dub Wagnon, Time to Talk 2.0

Third Place
The Paper, Morganton, North Carolina
Bill Poteat, Who would want to sleep through a perfect November morning?

Honorable Mention
Herald-Banner, Greenville, Texas
Kent Miller, Learning how to fill an empty spot in my heart on Mother’s Day










Column - Best Serious Column
Daily & Non-daily Division, circ. 2000 - 2999
First Place
Lahontan Valley News & Fallon (Nevada) Eagle Standard
Jeanette Strong, When we fail to protest

Second Place
The Journal, Crosby, North Dakota
Cecile Wehrman, History cannot be written in disappearing ink

Third Place
The Edgerton (Wisconsin) Reporter
Diane Everson, Back of the Envelope column Tobacco Days

Honorable Mention
The Edwardsville (Illinois) Intelligencer
Jason Koch, Illinois lawmakers must fix broken ballot rules — now











Column - Best Serious Column
Daily & Non-daily Division, circ. 3,000-4,999
First Place
The Lawton (Oklahoma) Constitution
Scott Rains, Free speech in music means you can listen to what you want ... or don't

Second Place
The Lawton (Oklahoma) Constitution
David Stringer, Could AI change balance of Congress?

Third Place
The Highlands Current, Cold Spring, New York
Joey Asher, Bird Killers

Honorable Mention
The Baker County Press, Macclenny, Florida
Elizabeth Lucas, In defense of print ...











Column - Best Serious Column
Daily & Non-daily Division, circ. 5,000-5,999
First Place
The Journal-News, Hillsboro, Illinois
Mary (Galer) Herschelman, A Grace-Filled Journey

Second Place
The Southwestern College Sun, Chula Vista, California
Alfonso Julián Camacho, Column

Third Place
Riverton (Wyoming) Ranger
Sarah Squires, My brother, the writer

Honorable Mention
Rockwall County Herald-Banner, Greenville, Texas
Kent Miller, You’re allowed to have a blue Christmas and still be whole













Column - Best Serious Column
Daily & Non-daily Division, circ. 6,000-11,999
First Place
Jackson Hole News&Guide, Jackson, Wyoming
Paul Hansen, Common Ground

Second Place
The News-Gazette, Lexington, Virginia
Joann Ware, A copy editor looks at 20

Third Place
The News-Gazette, Lexington, Virginia
Matt Paxton, Remembering Jimmy Carter

Honorable Mention
The Daily Post, Palo Alto, California
Dave Price, Taxpayers should know what Corpus cost











Column - Best Serious Column
Daily & Non-daily Division, circ. 12,000 or more
First Place
Jefferson County Leader, Festus, Missouri
Goldie Lowe, Best serious Columnist - Goldie Lowe

Second Place
Philadelphia (Pennsylvania) Gay News
Mark Segal, Talk takes time. A bullet takes a second.

Third Place
Jefferson County Leader, Festus, Missouri
Kim Robertson, Best serious Columnist - Kim Robertson


Honorable Mention
Park Cities People, Dallas, Texas
Marissa Mullens, BestSeriousColumn_PCPAug2025-pg10_AcquaintedwithGrief










Column - Best Sports Column
Daily & Non-daily Division, circ. less than 3,000
First Place
Knox County News, Bloomfield, Nebraska
Carrie Pitzer, Faith Over Fear
Second Place
Lahontan Valley News & Fallon (Nevada) Eagle Standard
Steve Ranson, Coach K had your backs

Third Place
Lahontan Valley News & Fallon (Nevada) Eagle Standard
Steve Ranson, So long, good night, until we meet again
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Column - Best Sports Column
Daily & Non-daily Division, circ. 3,000-9,999
First Place
Jackson Hole News&Guide, Jackson, Wyoming
Molly Absolon, Mountainside column

Second Place
Grosse Pointe New, Grosse Pointe Farms, Michigan
Brad Lindberg, Softball is better than baseball

Third Place
Jackson Hole News&Guide, Jackson, Wyoming
Kyle Leverone, First Rodeo

Honorable Mention
Grosse Pointe New, Grosse Pointe Farms, Michigan
Mike Adzima & GPN Production, Guest Pickers
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Column - Best Sports Column
Daily & Non-daily Division, circ. 10,000 or more
First Place
The Examiner, Beaumont, Texas
Chester Moore, African marsh buck in Beaumont?

Second Place
The Independent, Ashland, Kentucky
William Adams, FOUR-DOWN TERRITORY (Part 2): Football is King

Third Place
The Examiner, Beaumont, Texas
Chester Moore, Pineywood rooter or Russian boar













Editions - Best Headline Writing
Daily & Non-daily Division, circ. less than 5,000
First Place
Eldridge (Iowa) North Scott Press
Staff, North Scott Press

Second Place
Douglas (Wyoming) Budget
staff, headline writing

Third Place
Lander Journal, Riverton, Wyoming
Staff, Journal headlines

Honorable Mention
Grant County Herald, Elbow Lake, Minnesota
Mike Mallow, Grant County Herald Headlines















Editions - Best Headline Writing
Daily & Non-daily Division, circ. 5,000 or more
First Place
Grosse Pointe New, Grosse Pointe Farms, Michigan
Ted O'Neil & Brad Lindberg, Hans off that lizard!  Ambulance beef lacks meat

Second Place
The Mountain-Ear, Nederland, Colorado
Christopher Kelley, Christopher Kelley headlines

Third Place
Riverton (Wyoming) Ranger
Staff, Riverton Ranger headline writing

Honorable Mention
The Examiner, Beaumont, Texas
The Examiner Staff, Headlining headlines









Editions - Best Local News Coverage
Daily & Non-daily Division, circ. less than 3,000
First Place
The Paper, Morganton, North Carolina
Staff, The Paper - Best Local News Coverage

Second Place
Steele County Times, Blooming Prairie, Minnesota
Staff, Best Local News

Third Place
News Letter Journal, New Castle, Wyoming
NLJ Staff, News Letter Journal

Honorable Mention
Cedar County News, Hartington, Nebraska
Rob Dump, Best Local News coverage Apriol 2 and Sept. 24











Editions - Best Local News Coverage
Daily & Non-daily Division, circ. 3,000-5,999
First Place
The Alamance News, Graham, North Carolina
Staff, Best Local News Coverage

Second Place
Casa Grande (Arizona) Dispatch
Staff, Casa Grande Dispatch

Third Place
The Highlands Current, Cold Spring, New York
Staff, April 25 and Sept. 12 issues

Honorable Mention
Eldridge (Iowa) North Scott Press
Staff, North Scott Press











Editions - Best Local News Coverage
Daily & Non-daily Division, circ. 6,000 or more
First Place
Jefferson County Leader, Festus, Missouri
Staff, Best Local News Coverage

Second Place
Grosse Pointe New, Grosse Pointe Farms, Michigan
GPN Editorial Staff, Grosse Pointe News April & September issues - Best Local News Coverage

Third Place
Philadelphia (Pennsylvania) Gay News
PGN Staff, Philadelphia Gay News

Honorable Mention
Hyattsville (Maryland) Life & Times
Griffin Limerick, Nigel Maynard, Kit Slack, Hyattsville Life & Times - Best Local News coverage











Editions - Best Use of Photographs
Daily & Non-daily Division, circ. less than 5,000
First Place
Wright County Journal, Mountain Grove, Missouri
Ron Schott, Best Use of Photographs WCJ

Second Place
The Highlands Current, Cold Spring, New York
Pierce Strudler, Ross Corsair, May 23 and May 30 issues

Third Place
Lander Journal, Riverton, Wyoming
Staff, Journal use of photos

Honorable Mention
Antelope County News, Neligh, Nebraska
Staff, Local Photos











Editions - Best Use of Photographs
Daily & Non-daily Division, circ. 5,000 or more
First Place
Jackson Hole News&Guide, Jackson, Wyoming
Andy Edwards, Doug Sanders, Bradly J. Boner, Best Use of Photographs

Second Place
St. Louis (Missouri) American
Lawrence Bryant, Taylor McIntosh, Wiley Price, Alvin A. Reid and Dawn Suggs, St. Louis American best use of photos after May 16, 2025 tornado

Third Place
The Southwestern College Sun, Chula Vista, California
The Sun Staff, Best Use of Photographs

Honorable Mention
The Taos (New Mexico) News
Taos News, Best use of photographs 2 editions submitted separately










Editorial - Best Editorial
Non-daily Division, circ. less than 1,000
First Place
Royse City Herald-Banner, Greenville, Texas
Kent Miller, Gerrymandering is wrong and we all know it

Second Place
Southwest Ledger, Lawton, Oklahoma
M. Scott Carter, Unver the Dome: New State Education Superintendent Working to Get System Back on Track

Third Place
News Letter Journal, New Castle, Wyoming
Alexis Barker, Thanks for the transparency

Honorable Mention
Southwest Ledger, Lawton, Oklahoma
M. Scott Carter, Under the Dome: It's time to end the government shutdown











Editorial - Best Editorial
Non-daily Division, circ. 1,000-1,999
First Place
Mid Hudson Times, Newburgh, New York
Carl Aiello, When Children Kill Children

Second Place
The Paper, Morganton, North Carolina
Angela Kuper Copeland, Allen VanNoppen, When a School Board punishes scrutiny, the public pays the price
Third Place
Herald-Banner, Greenville, Texas
Kent Miller, Hunt County’s health care crisis cannot be sugarcoated

Honorable Mention
Rock County Star Herald, Luverne, Minnesota
Lori Sorenson, 'Press is welcome to attend'











Editorial - Best Editorial
Non-daily Division, circ. 2,000-3,999
First Place
The Alamance News, Graham, North Carolina
Tom Boney, Jr., ABSS named one of the 20 worst school systems in the state

Second Place
The Green River (Wyoming) Star
Hannah Romero, See 'others' as people

Third Place
The Edgerton (Wisconsin) Reporter
Diane Everson, Editorial - Promices made, promise broken, Rock Co. can fix this

Honorable Mention
Antelope County News, Neligh, Nebraska
Carrie Pitzer, County Debacle











Editorial - Best Editorial
Non-daily Division, circ. 4,000-5,999
First Place
Riverton (Wyoming) Ranger
Sarah Squires, Commission must follow the law

Second Place
Riverton (Wyoming) Ranger
Sarah Squires, We're counting on you

Third Place
Riverton (Wyoming) Ranger
Sarah Squires, Reaping what we've sown
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Editorial - Best Editorial
Non-daily Division, circ. 6,000-9,999
First Place
Jackson Hole News&Guide, Jackson, Wyoming
Johanna Love, Adam Meyer, Kevin Olson, Jim Stanford, A sobering subject

Second Place
Grosse Pointe New, Grosse Pointe Farms, Michigan
Ted O'Neil, Enough is enough

Third Place
The News-Gazette, Lexington, Virginia
Ed Smith, Message In Macy's Book Resonates

Honorable Mention
Grosse Pointe New, Grosse Pointe Farms, Michigan
Ted O'Neil, No creativity allowed
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Editorial - Best Editorial
Daily & Non-daily, circ. 10,000 or more
First Place
The Daily Post, Palo Alto, California
Dave Price, Yes on A — Remove Sheriff Corpus

Second Place
Philadelphia (Pennsylvania) Gay News
Jeremy Rodriguez, The LGBTQ community is not immune to bad people

Third Place
Wyoming Tribune Eagle, Cheyenne, Wyoming
Brian Martin and WTE Editorial Board, Election integrity is critical, but many 'solutions' are wrong

Honorable Mention
Sioux City (Iowa) Journal
Dave Dreeszen, Sioux City Journal
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Editorial - Best Editorial Page(s)
Daily & Non-daily Division, circ. less than 6,000
First Place
Steele County Times, Blooming Prairie, Minnesota
Staff, Best Editorial Pages

Second Place
The Southwestern College Sun, Chula Vista, California
The Sun Editorial Board, The Southwestern College Sun

Third Place
The Paper, Morganton, North Carolina
Angela Kuper Copeland, Bill Poteat, Jessica Beane, The Paper Editorial Page

Honorable Mention
Riverton (Wyoming) Ranger
Sarah Squires, Riverton Ranger editorial pages
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Editorial - Best Editorial Page(s)
Daily & Non-daily Division, circ. 6,000 or more
First Place
Jackson Hole News&Guide, Jackson, Wyoming
Johanna Love, Viewpoints-- JHNG opinion pages

Second Place
Wyoming Tribune Eagle, Cheyenne, Wyoming
Brian Martin, WTE Opinion Pages, Aug. 22-23, 2025

Third Place
Grosse Pointe New, Grosse Pointe Farms, Michigan
Ted O'Neil & GPN Staff, Editorial pages - 6/19 & 6/26













Editorial - Best Original Editorial Cartoon
Daily & Non-daily Division, circ. less than 5,000
First Place
The Red Hook Star-Revue, Brooklyn, New York
Stan Mack, Eyes Front

Second Place
Southwest Ledger, Lawton, Oklahoma
Jim Cox, JJ Francais, New State Education Superintendent Working to Get System Back on Track

Third Place
The Red Hook Star-Revue, Brooklyn, New York
George Fiala, Adam Suerte, Whose interest is it.

Honorable Mention
Southwest Ledger, Lawton, Oklahoma
Jim Cox, JJ Francais, For the record, Senator Jett is wrong











Editorial - Best Original Editorial Cartoon
Daily & Non-daily Division, circ. 5,000 or more
First Place
The Taos (New Mexico) News
Samuel Richardson, Fentanyl cartoon

Second Place
Grosse Pointe New, Grosse Pointe Farms, Michigan
Ken Schop, I'll show you my database...

Third Place
Grosse Pointe New, Grosse Pointe Farms, Michigan
Ken Schop, Kids now and then

Honorable Mention
The Southwestern College Sun, Chula Vista, California
Carla Labto, Indigenous People Targeted By Government Again










FOI - Freedom of Information
Daily & Non-daily Division
First Place
Times-Standard-Herald, Marion. Alabama
John Allan Clark, Marion's Water Crisis: Access Denied

Second Place
Riverton (Wyoming) Ranger
Sarah Squires, Marit Gookin, The cost of transparency
Third Place
The Cadet, Yorktown, Virginia
Richie O'Connell III, Gracie Harlow, Cody Bartmann, The Public's Right to Know, Bill by Bill: Tracking the Effort to Remake VMI

Honorable Mention
The Daily Post, Palo Alto, California
Adriana Hernandez, Crosswalk hacking explained












General Excellence
Non-daily Division, circ. less than 3,000
First Place
The Ark, Tiburon, California
The Ark, The Ark - General Excellence

Second Place
The Paper, Morganton, North Carolina
Staff, The Paper - General Excellence

Third Place
Antelope County News, Neligh, Nebraska
Staff, General Excellence

Honorable Mention
The Journal, Crosby, North Dakota
Staff, May 21, May 28, Nov. 26











General Excellence
Non-daily Division, circ. 3,000-5,999
First Place
Columbia Gorge News, Hood River, Oregon
Editorial Staff, Columbia Gorge News General Excellence

Second Place
Douglas (Wyoming) Budget
staff, General Excellence

Third Place
Eldridge (Iowa) North Scott Press
Staff, North Scott Press

Honorable Mention
The Highlands Current, Cold Spring, New York
Staff, May 23, May 30 and Nov. 21 issues











General Excellence
Non-daily Division, circ. 6,000-9,999
First Place
Grosse Pointe New, Grosse Pointe Farms, Michigan
GPN Staff, General Excellence - 5/8, 5/15, 11/20

Second Place
Jackson Hole News&Guide, Jackson, Wyoming
Staff, Gen Ex - Jackson Hole News&Guide

Third Place
The Taos (New Mexico) News
Staff, General Excellence

Honorable Mention
The News-Gazette, Lexington, Virginia
Staff, News-Gazette - General Excellence











General Excellence
Non-daily Division, circ. 10,000 or more
First Place
Idaho Mountain Express, Ketchum, Idaho
Staff, Idaho Mountain Express

Second Place
Park Cities People, Dallas, Texas
People Newspapers, Park Cities People General Excellence May, June, November 2025

Third Place
Philadelphia (Pennsylvania) Gay News
PGN Staff, Philadelphia Gay News

Honorable Mention
The Pilot, Southern Pines, North Carolina
Staff, The Pilot General Excellence











General Excellence
Daily Division
First Place
Sioux City (Iowa) Journal
Staff, Sioux City Journal

Second Place
The Lawton (Oklahoma) Constitution
Staff, May 1, 2025; Nov. 26, 2025; Nov. 27, 2025

Third Place
Wyoming Tribune Eagle, Cheyenne, Wyoming
Wyoming Tribune Eagle staff, General Excellence, Wyoming Tribune Eagle, 2025
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General Excellence, College Division
Daily & Non-daily Division
First Place
The Southwestern College Sun, Chula Vista, California
The Sun Staff, The Southwestern College Sun





















Best Obituary Tribute
Daily & Non-daily Division, circ. less than 5,000
First Place
The Paper, Morganton, North Carolina
Bill Poteat, A cup of coffee, an empty chair: Remembering John Greene

Second Place
Village Star-Revue, Brooklyn, New York
Jeffrey Cyphers Wright, Marcia Resnick

Third Place
The Lawton (Oklahoma) Constitution
Joey Goodman, Rodeo mourns loss of 'Super Looper"

Honorable Mention
The Edgerton (Wisconsin) Reporter
Diane Everson, Obituary Tribute to Dave Wedeward











Best Obituary Tribute
Daily & Non-daily Division, circ. 5,000 or more
First Place
Jackson Hole News&Guide, Jackson, Wyoming
Mark Huffman, Attorney spence, 'Warrior for justice,' dies at 96

Second Place
Yankton (South Dakota) Daily Press & Dakotan
Randy Dockendorf, A Fighter Mourned

Third Place
St. Louis (Missouri) American
Sylvester Brown, Jr. and Dawn Suggs, Anita Bond: Proponent of equal rights, education

Honorable Mention
The Southwestern College Sun, Chula Vista, California
Alfonso Julián Camacho, College Loses Beloved Baseball Coach










Michael Kramer Best Public Notice Journalism Award
Named in honor of Mike Kramer, president of Law Bulletin Media in Chicago, longtime defender of the public’s right to know, who left us too soon in 2020.

[image: Pennsylvania reporter Lockwood wins ...]

Daily & Non-daily Division
First Place
Henderson (Minnesota) Independent
Rachel Miller & Beth Cornish, Henderson Independent: Best Public Notice Journalism

Second Place
Greenville Daily News
Elisabeth Waldon, Belvidere Twp. clerk finally starts publishing minutes

Third Place
Knox County News, Bloomfield, Nebraska
Carrie Pitzer, Courthouse Security Issue
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News and Opinion on Public Corruption
Daily & Non-daily Division
First Place
The Daily Post, Palo Alto, California
Dave Price, Sheriff puts critic on leave

Second Place
The Taos (New Mexico) News
Olivia Lewis, Forensic audit uncovers years of alleged fraud at Taos Schools

Third Place
The Taos (New Mexico) News
Olivia Lewis, Ethics suit against Angel Fire mayor set for trial

Honorable Mention
Grosse Pointe New, Grosse Pointe Farms, Michigan
Ted O'Neil, BoE trustee facing scrutiny over tax forms
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NIE - Educational Support & Civic Literacy
Daily & Non-daily Division
First Place
Tampa Bay (Florida) Times
Jodi Pushkin, Stacy Rector, Bearing Witness: An Exploration of the Holocaust through Primary Sources

Second Place
The Examiner, Beaumont, Texas
Kristi Dodd, Don Dodd, Kid Scoop News awakens the magic of reading

Third Place
The Eldon (Missouri) Advertiser
Tammy Witherspoon, Democracy Day

Honorable Mention
The Eldon (Missouri) Advertiser
Eldon Advertiser, Veterans Day project







NIE - Partnerships
Daily & Non-daily Division
First Place
Tampa Bay (Florida) Times
Sue Bedry, Jodi Pushkin, Stacy Rector, Space4All: Space exploration from the dawn of the space age to today

Second Place
Tampa Bay (Florida) Times
Jodi Pushkin, Stacy Rector, Safeguarding Wildlife
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Photo - Best Breaking News Photo
Non-daily Division, circ. less than 4,000
First Place
Marietta (Oklahoma) Monitor
Connor Choate, New Water Tower Going Up

Second Place
Pinedale (Wyoming) Roundup
Cali O'Hare, Cyclist in Smoke

Third Place
Quanah (Texas) Tribune-Chief
Shane Lance, Quanah Tribune-Chief Best Breaking News Photo

Honorable Mention
Antelope County News, Neligh, Nebraska
Carrie Pitzer, House Fire
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Photo - Best Breaking News Photo
Non-daily Division, circ. 4,000-5,999
First Place
The Red Hook Star-Revue, Brooklyn, New York
George Fiala, Spot news photos

Second Place
The Mountain-Ear, Nederland, Colorado
Christopher Kelley, Fire Ravages Businesses in Ned Area

Third Place
The Gazebo Gazette, Pass Christian, Mississippi
Hunter Dawkins, Gazebo Gazette Breaking News Photo













Photo - Best Breaking News Photo
Non-daily Division, circ. 6,000 or more
First Place
The Pilot, Southern Pines, North Carolina
Frank Daniels IV, Big Fire, Big Water

Second Place
Grosse Pointe New, Grosse Pointe Farms, Michigan
Renee Landuyt, Burn, baby, burn

Third Place
The Taos (New Mexico) News
Daniel Pearson, Firefighters structure fire

Honorable Mention
Grosse Pointe New, Grosse Pointe Farms, Michigan
Renee Landuyt, Beautiful reunion











Photo - Best Breaking News Photo
Daily Division
First Place
Sioux City (Iowa) Journal
Tim Hynds, Sioux City firefighter falls through floor

Second Place
The Lawton (Oklahoma) Constitution
Scott Rains, Van vs. wheelchair wreck

Third Place
The Lawton (Oklahoma) Constitution
Ashley Payne, Traffic collision on Southwest 20th Street and Lee Boulevard
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Photo - Best Feature Photo
Non-daily Division, circ. less than 2,000
First Place
Glenrock (Wyoming) Independent
Clifford J Smith, Fourht of July Awe

Second Place
Pinedale (Wyoming) Roundup
Cali O'Hare, Float Like A Butterfly

Third Place
Herald-Banner, Greenville, Texas
Laurie White King, The Last Hurrah

Honorable Mention
Cedar County News, Hartington, Nebraska
Jeremy Buss, Best Feature Photo - underwater adventures
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Photo - Best Feature Photo
Non-daily Division, circ. 2,000-3,999
First Place
Antelope County News, Neligh, Nebraska
Carrie Pitzer, Giving It Their All

Second Place
Powell (Wyoming) Tribune
Mark Davis, Boom!

Third Place
Wright County Journal, Mountain Grove, Missouri
Ron Schott, Young Ballerinas12-10-2025

Honorable Mention
Douglas (Wyoming) Budget
Nate Pappas, Fear on the Freight Train
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Photo - Best Feature Photo
Non-daily Division, circ. 4,000-5,999
First Place
Riverton (Wyoming) Ranger
Samantha Workman, Harvest heart

Second Place
Eldridge (Iowa) North Scott Press
Noah Glasgow, Brenna Brown, Scott County Little Miss Pigtail

Third Place
The Mountain-Ear, Nederland, Colorado
Dave Gibson, A Mexican Rodeo Fiesta

Honorable Mention
The Highlands Current, Cold Spring, New York
Ross Corsair, Once Upon a Dance
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Photo - Best Feature Photo
Non-daily Division, circ. 6,000-9,999
First Place
Jackson Hole News&Guide, Jackson, Wyoming
Pearl Spurlock, JHHS graduation

Second Place
Jackson Hole News&Guide, Jackson, Wyoming
Bradly J. Boner, Rope swing

Third Place
Grosse Pointe New, Grosse Pointe Farms, Michigan
Renee Landuyt, Pure Grosse Pointe - Poodle wears "doggles"

Honorable Mention
The Taos (New Mexico) News
Clementine Miller, Public telescope feature photo
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Photo - Best Feature Photo
Non-daily Division, circ. 10,000 or more
First Place
The Examiner, Beaumont, Texas
Chad Cooper, Toby Mac takes flight

Second Place
The Examiner, Beaumont, Texas
Chad Cooper, Matthew West upclose and personal

Third Place
The Examiner, Beaumont, Texas
Chad Cooper, Bow wow leaps

Honorable Mention
The Laurel Independent, Hyattsville, Maryland
Joe Murchison, The Andrews family about to go sledding
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Photo - Best Feature Photo
Daily Division
First Place
The Cowley CourierTraveler, Arkansas City, Kansas
Judy Haggard, A Good Day at the Fair - Boy and Cow photo

Second Place
The Lawton (Oklahoma) Constitution
Scott Rains, Medicine Park Polar Plunge

Third Place
The Lawton (Oklahoma) Constitution
Hannah Owens, Four-year-old Haegan Camarena

Honorable Mention
The Lawton (Oklahoma) Constitution
Scott Rains, Open Streets Returns
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Photo - Best Photo Essay
Daily & Non-daily Division, circ. less than 3,000
First Place
Marietta (Oklahoma) Monitor
Connor Choate, From Combat to Camaraderie

Second Place
Pinedale (Wyoming) Roundup
Cali O'Hare, Fancy footwork: Wind River Dancers perform in Pinedale

Third Place
Pinedale (Wyoming) Roundup
Cali O'Hare, Snow, Ice and Everything Nice: Pinedale Winter Carnival

Honorable Mention
Cedar County News, Hartington, Nebraska
Rob Dump, Photo Essay - St. Helena Fourth of July
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Photo - Best Photo Essay
Daily & Non-daily Division, circ. 3,000-5,999
First Place
Riverton (Wyoming) Ranger
Carl Cote, Dubois' dirty delights

Second Place
Lander Journal, Riverton, Wyoming
Carl Cote, Frosty in their free time
Third Place
The Southwestern College Sun, Chula Vista, California
Yanelli Zavina Robles, Andrea Aladin, Dira Marie Wong, Emily Esparza, David Dominguez, Sahra Quiroga, Cristian Piñeda, Las Chicanas of Chicano Park

Honorable Mention
The Lawton (Oklahoma) Constitution
Steve Robertson, Marlow 4th of July Parade
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Photo - Best Photo Essay
Daily & Non-daily Division, circ. 6,000-11,999
First Place
Jackson Hole News&Guide, Jackson, Wyoming
Erin Burk, The Siren Song of the Wapiti

Second Place
The Taos (New Mexico) News
Zoë Zimmerman, 'Tierra, Agua y la Gente'

Third Place
Wyoming Tribune Eagle, Cheyenne, Wyoming
Milo Gladstein, Against the grain

Honorable Mention
The Taos (New Mexico) News
Clementine Miller, Sara Kollig, Zikr Dance Ensemble
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Photo - Best Photo Essay
Daily & Non-daily Division, circ. 12,000 or more
First Place
The Pilot, Southern Pines, North Carolina
Ted Fitzgerald, The Cold, Hard Truth of Winter

Second Place
Farm and Dairy, Salem, Ohio
Liz Partsch, Chatham University beekeeper photos
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Photo - Best Sports Photo
Non-daily Division, circ. less than 2,000
First Place
Knox County News, Bloomfield, Nebraska
Carrie Pitzer, Pole Vault Balancing Act

Second Place
Cedar County News, Hartington, Nebraska
Jeremy Buss, Best Sports photo - wrestling coaches Feb 26

Third Place
Herald-Banner, Greenville, Texas
David Claybourn, Walnut Grove pulls away from Lady Lions

Honorable Mention
Henderson (Minnesota) Independent
Rachel Miller, Joseph Petersen leaping catch
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Photo - Best Sports Photo
Non-daily Division, circ. 2,000-2,999
First Place
The Green River (Wyoming) Star
Dakota Riddle, Buckin' at Overland Stage Stampede

Second Place
Antelope County News, Neligh, Nebraska
Carrie Pitzer, State Champion Leap

Third Place
Wilton-Durant (Iowa) Advocate News
Erin M. Gentz, Noah Gray

Honorable Mention
Wilton-Durant (Iowa) Advocate News
Erin M. Gentz, Bryer Putman
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Photo - Best Sports Photo
Non-daily Division, circ. 3,000-4,999
First Place
Powell (Wyoming) Tribune
Carla Wensky, Night at the rodeo - Bulldogger

Second Place
The Highlands Current, Cold Spring, New York
Ross Corsair, Big Game

Third Place
Eldridge (Iowa) North Scott Press
Ross Shinberg, Brian Schubert

Honorable Mention
Douglas (Wyoming) Budget
Clifford J. Smith, Homecoming heartbreak
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Photo - Best Sports Photo
Non-daily Division, circ. 5,000-9,999
First Place
The Taos (New Mexico) News
Blynn Beltran, Bull Fiesta in Angel Fire heralds 2nd year

Second Place
Grosse Pointe New, Grosse Pointe Farms, Michigan
Renee Landuyt, 11/13 Superman touchdown

Third Place
The Taos (New Mexico) News
Daniel Pearson, Taos head coach Hernando Chavez

Honorable Mention
The Journal-News, Hillsboro, Illinois
Kyle Herschelman, Lancers Hold Off Redskins In MSM Clash
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Photo - Best Sports Photo
Non-daily Division, circ. 10,000 or more
First Place
Jefferson County Leader, Festus, Missouri
Ron Rigdon, Best Sports Photo - Javelin

Second Place
Park Cities People, Dallas, Texas
Chris McGathey, BestSportsPhoto_PCPJune2025_LoveoftheGame

Third Place
The Examiner, Beaumont, Texas
Chad Cooper, High above the dirt

Honorable Mention
The Examiner, Beaumont, Texas
Chad Cooper, Showing off in the sky
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Photo - Best Sports Photo
Daily Division
First Place
Wyoming Tribune Eagle, Cheyenne, Wyoming
Milo Gladstein, Who said this would be fun?

Second Place
Wyoming Tribune Eagle, Cheyenne, Wyoming
Milo Gladstein, Winning position

Third Place
Sioux City (Iowa) Journal
Tim Hynds, Game-winning slide














Review - Best Review
Daily & Non-daily Division
First Place
Eldridge (Iowa) North Scott Press
Erin M. Gentz, Countryside's 'Hairspray' is an absolute must-see

Second Place
The Southwestern College Sun, Chula Vista, California
Toni Gibson, Glorious Gloria

Third Place
The Lawton (Oklahoma) Constitution
Scott Rains, Evolved sound lets musician use own voice

Honorable Mention
The Southwestern College Sun, Chula Vista, California
Dira Marie Wong, Keynote Of All Elegance










Rookie Reporter of the Year
Daily Division
First Place
The Lawton (Oklahoma) Constitution
Ashley Payne, Ashley Payne, Rookie Reporter of the Year nomination
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Rookie Reporter of the Year
Non-daily Division
First Place
Jackson Hole News&Guide, Jackson, Wyoming
Charley Sutherland, Charley Sutherland, Rookie of the Year

[image: ]

Second Place
The Gazebo Gazette, Pass Christian, Mississippi
Ezabelle Janssen, Gazebo Gazette Rookie Reporter
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Section - Best Family Life Living Section Pages
Daily & Non-daily Division
First Place
The Pilot, Southern Pines, North Carolina
Laura Douglass, The Pilot's Scene Section

Second Place
Park Cities People, Dallas, Texas
People Newspapers, BestFamily/LivingSection_PCPNov2025

Third Place
The Ark, Tiburon, California
The Ark, ArkBeat 2















Section - Best Special News, Sports, Niche, Feature Section or Edition
Daily & Non-daily Division, circ. less than 3,000
First Place
Herald-Banner, Greenville, Texas
David Claybourn, Ashley Garey, End Zone High School Football Preview

Second Place
The Ark, Tiburon, California
The Ark, Home, Spring 2025

Third Place
News Letter Journal, New Castle, Wyoming
NLJ Staff, Welcome to Weston County

Honorable Mention
The Edgerton (Wisconsin) Reporter
Diane Everson, Mikey Rottier, Tristan McGaugh, Janice Redford, Tom Johnson, Annual Lakes Edition










Section - Best Special News, Sports, Niche, Feature Section or Edition
Daily & Non-daily Division, circ. 3,000-9,999
First Place
The Taos (New Mexico) News
Paul Gutches, Ellen Miller-Goins, 2025 Discover Taos Summer Visitors Guide

Second Place
The Southwestern College Sun, Chula Vista, California
Alexa Lima, Yanelli Zavina Robles, Josh Whitehead, Mijail Jones, Xcaret Garcia, Valeryah Lara-Urrea, Toni Gibson, Dira Marie Wong, Return of the People

Third Place
Grosse Pointe New, Grosse Pointe Farms, Michigan
Mike Adzima, John Pigott, GPN Staff, Kickoff!  Your guide to the gridiron

Honorable Mention
The Taos (New Mexico) News
Sara Kollig, Paul Gutches, Lynne Robinson, The March 20, 2025 edition of Tempo Arts and Entertainmen










Section - Best Special News, Sports, Niche, Feature Section or Edition
Daily & Non-daily Division, circ. 10,000 or more
First Place
Wyoming Tribune Eagle, Cheyenne, Wyoming
Rachel Girt and WTE staff, I-80: On the Beaten Path (and a few other great stops as well)

Second Place
The Examiner, Beaumont, Texas
Chad Cooper, Southeast Texas High School Football

Third Place
Advertiser-News North, Chester, New York
Christina Scotti and Molly Colgan, New Jersey State Fair special section


Honorable Mention
Park Cities People, Dallas, Texas
People Newspapers, Section-Best Special News, Sports, Niche, Feature Section or Edition_May2025_20under40












Section - Best Sports Section/Page
Daily & Non-daily Division, circ. less than 3,000
First Place
The Flatonia (Texas) Argus
Paul Prause, Melanie Berger, Sports from Oct. 30, 2025 and May 15, 2025

Second Place
Steele County Times, Blooming Prairie, Minnesota
Staff, Best Sports Section

Third Place
The Edgerton (Wisconsin) Reporter
Diane Everson, Mikey Rottier, Jeff Brown, staff, Edgerton Reporter Sports

Honorable Mention
The Journal, Crosby, North Dakota
Jody Michael, May 28, Oct. 29











Section - Best Sports Section/Page
Daily & Non-daily Division, circ. 3,000-9,999
First Place
The Taos (New Mexico) News
Blynn Beltran, Taos News best sports section May/October

Second Place
Jackson Hole News&Guide, Jackson, Wyoming
Kyle Leverone, Sports section Jackson Hole News&Guide

Third Place
The Journal-News, Hillsboro, Illinois
Staff, Section - Best Sports Section/Page

Honorable Mention
The Southwestern College Sun, Chula Vista, California
Julio Rodriguez, From Bowler to Bowl Games











Section - Best Sports Section/Page
Daily & Non-daily Division, circ. 10,000 or more
First Place
Wyoming Tribune Eagle, Cheyenne, Wyoming
WTE/WyoSports staff, Wyoming Tribune Eagle, Best Sports Sections, 2025

Second Place
Sioux City (Iowa) Journal
Ryan Timmerman, Sioux City Journal

Third Place
The Pilot, Southern Pines, North Carolina
Jonathan Bym, The Pilot's Sports Coverage
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Social Media Journalism
Daily & Non-daily Division
First Place
The Examiner, Beaumont, Texas
Blaine Gonzales, Beaumont Bond Propositions

Second Place
Antelope County News, Neligh, Nebraska
Carrie Pitzer, Fort Benning Renamed

Third Place
The Pilot, Southern Pines, North Carolina
Emilee Phillips, Abbi Overfelt, The Sway: Best Use of Social Media

Honorable Mention
Casa Grande (Arizona) Dispatch
PinalCentral Staff, PinalCentral Social Media
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Story/Series - Best Coverage of Military Affairs
Daily & Non-daily Division, circ. less than 5,000
First Place
The Baker County Press, Macclenny, Florida
Joel Addington, Quilts of Valor presentations for local veterans

Second Place
The Lawton (Oklahoma) Constitution
Kim McConnell, Ongoing investigations for threats that cancelled Army Birthday Parade

Third Place
The Lawton (Oklahoma) Constitution
Scott Rains, Army's 250th Birthday Parade cancelled













Story/Series - Best Coverage of Military Affairs
Daily & Non-daily Division, circ. 5,000 or more
First Place
Yankton (South Dakota) Daily Press & Dakotan
Randy Dockendorf, It's Still Pretty Raw

Second Place
Yankton (South Dakota) Daily Press & Dakotan
Randy Dockendorf, Yankton County’s VSO Finds Himself Stretched To The Limit, Also Faces State Budget Cut

Third Place
Warwick Advertiser, Chester, New York
Becca Tucker, 'They can't touch your family for a year'

Honorable Mention
Idaho Mountain Express, Ketchum, Idaho
Briana E. Miller, Programs in area schools invite veterans to tell students their stories











Story-Series - Best Agricultural Story
Daily & Non-daily Division, circ. less than 6,000
First Place
Yankton (South Dakota) Daily Press & Dakotan
Randy Dockendorf, Hog Firm Faces Lawsuit

Second Place
Stanton (Nebraska) Register
Carrie Pitzer, Wolbach man saves co-worker’s life

Third Place
Eldridge (Iowa) North Scott Press
Noah Glasgow, The Pork Kingdom

Honorable Mention
The Lawton (Oklahoma) Constitution
Mike W. Ray, Jerry Bohnen, Oklahoma cotton gin operators apply for rate increase - after 44 years











Story-Series - Best Agricultural Story
Daily & Non-daily Division, circ. 6,000 or more
First Place
Wyoming Tribune Eagle, Cheyenne, Wyoming
Milo Gladstein, Against the grain

Second Place
The Pilot, Southern Pines, North Carolina
Laura Douglass, The Long Shadow of Tobacco

Third Place
Farm and Dairy, Salem, Ohio
Rachel Wagoner, Conservation project at Beaver County dairy farm showcases power of partnerships

Honorable Mention
St. Louis (Missouri) American
Ashley Winters, Combatting food insecurity










Story-Series - Best Breaking News Story
Non-daily Division, circ. less than 3,000
First Place
Henderson (Minnesota) Independent
Rachel Miller, Massive manhunt ends in Sibley County

Second Place
Knox County News, Bloomfield, Nebraska
Carrie Pitzer, 12-year-old hero saves grandfather

Third Place
The Ark, Tiburon, California
Kevin Hessel, Russia quake triggered 19-hour tsunami advisory; local surge fizzled

Honorable Mention
Herald-Banner, Greenville, Texas
Kent Miller, Animal welfare groups aid in cockfighting raid












Story-Series - Best Breaking News Story
Non-daily Division, circ. 3,000-5,999
First Place
Powell (Wyoming) Tribune
Mark Davis, Dog saves owner’s life: Powell resident loses everything in Friday fire

Second Place
The Alamance News, Graham, North Carolina
Kristy Bailey, Issiah Ross Murder trial gets underway

Third Place
The Alamance News, Graham, North Carolina
Tomas Murawski, Rainfall from Tropical Storm Chantal leaves  behind tragedies and a real mess across county

Honorable Mention
The Gazebo Gazette, Pass Christian, Mississippi
Hunter Dawkins, Gazebo Gazette Breaking News Story











Story-Series - Best Breaking News Story
Non-daily Division, circ. 6,000-11,999
First Place
The Chronicle, Chester, New York
Bryan Fumagalli, Town of Chester Highway Superintendent arrested following DoorDash shooting incident

Second Place
The Taos (New Mexico) News
Olivia Lewis, "They got the wrong guy"

Third Place
The News-Gazette, Lexington, Virginia
Joseph Haney, Series on Giraffe Removed From Local Zoo
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Story-Series - Best Breaking News Story
Non-daily Division, circ. 12,000 or more
First Place
Farm and Dairy, Salem, Ohio
Paul Rowley, Details emerge in the deaths of Amish father and son at Ohio lake

Second Place
St. Louis (Missouri) American
Kenya Vaughn and Alvin A. Reid, Pray for our city

Third Place
The Examiner, Beaumont, Texas
Jennifer Johnson, The long con

Honorable Mention
The Examiner, Beaumont, Texas
Maddie Sims, Jennifer Johnson, Hill Country floods unite Southeast Texas in tragedy
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Story-Series - Best Breaking News Story
Daily Division
First Place
The Daily Post, Palo Alto, California
Adriana Hernandez, Corpus cries on stand

Second Place
Yankton (South Dakota) Daily Press & Dakotan
Randy Dockendorf, Laurel Murders

Third Place
Yankton (South Dakota) Daily Press & Dakotan
Randy Dockendorf, Man Arrested In Yankton Death

Honorable Mention
The Daily Post, Palo Alto, California
Emily Mibach, Adriana Hernandez, Corpus fired
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Story-Series - Best Business Feature Story
Non-daily Division, circ. less than 6,000
First Place
The Paper, Morganton, North Carolina
Allen VanNoppen, From Morganton to Mexico and back: How tariffs complicate local auto manufacturing

Second Place
The Ark, Tiburon, California
Francisco Martinez, Owners of struggling Cinelounge theater ...

Third Place
The Baker County Press, Macclenny, Florida
Joel Addington, Brothers begin grave landscaping

Honorable Mention
Wright County Journal, Mountain Grove, Missouri
Farmers Trash Service 05-07-2025, Sam MacPherson
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Story-Series - Best Business Feature Story
Non-daily Division, circ. 6,000 or more
First Place
The Taos (New Mexico) News
Olivia Lewis, Elotes man honors mother one ear of corn at a time

Second Place
Grosse Pointe New, Grosse Pointe Farms, Michigan
Jody McVeigh, Couple creating culinary dream with Pangea Global Kitchen
Third Place
Farm and Dairy, Salem, Ohio
Paul Rowley, Visit the End of the Commons General Store, where time stands still

Honorable Mention
The Pilot, Southern Pines, North Carolina
Emilee Phillips, Making It Hard to Find Your Way Out of a Jam

[image: Logo

Description automatically generated]2026 NNAF Editorial & Advertising Contest
List of Winners




Story-Series - Best Business Feature Story
Daily Division
First Place
Wyoming Tribune Eagle, Cheyenne, Wyoming
Alyssa Tolman, From PowerPoint to pastry

Second Place
Yankton (South Dakota) Daily Press & Dakotan
Randy Dockendorf, Meeting A Need

Third Place
The Lawton (Oklahoma) Constitution
Kathryn Pena, Redbone Indian Tacos bring together community

Honorable Mention
Yankton (South Dakota) Daily Press & Dakotan
Randy Dockendorf, Top Shelf: Cahoys Named Retailers Of The Year
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Story-Series - Best Business Story
Non-daily Division, circ. less than 2,000
First Place
Cedar Valley News, Greeley, Nebraska
Carrie Pitzer, Local grocer brings innovative membership for busy lifestyles

Second Place
The Paper, Morganton, North Carolina
Angela Kuper Copeland, Restaurants in Burke County: A year of change, comebacks, and confidence

Third Place
Southeast Texas Business Journal, Beaumont, Texas
Dannie Oliveaux, Jason's returns home to launch new remodel, logo

Honorable Mention
News Letter Journal, New Castle, Wyoming
Michael Alexander, Potential partnership
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Story-Series - Best Business Story
Non-daily Division, circ. 2,000-3,999
First Place
Steele County Times, Blooming Prairie, Minnesota
Rick Bussler, Heart of Home

Second Place
The Green River (Wyoming) Star
Hannah Romero, Nuclear possibilities

Third Place
The Alamance News, Graham, North Carolina
Kristy Bailey, Three major Mebane projects underway behind the scenes

Honorable Mention
Lahontan Valley News & Fallon (Nevada) Eagle Standard
Sara Dowling, Jerry's Restaurant completes remodel
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Story-Series - Best Business Story
Non-daily Division, circ. 4,000-5,999
First Place
Columbia Gorge News, Hood River, Oregon
Nathan Wilson, The Government Camp-Cooper land exchange

Second Place
Columbia Gorge News, Hood River, Oregon
Nathan Wilson, Ivan Howtopat

Third Place
The Highlands Current, Cold Spring, New York
Chip Rowe, Local Spas Promoted on Adult Sites
















Story-Series - Best Business Story
Non-daily Division, circ. 6,000-9,999
First Place
Moonshine Ink of Truckee, California
Melissa Siig, Palisades Apex Club Adds Luxury to the Slopes — and Friction Among Passholders

Second Place
Sparta Independent, Chester, New York
Ruby Rayner-Haselkorn, There's nothing over easy about egg prices

Third Place
The Taos (New Mexico) News
Olivia Lewis, Politics, inflation, drought blamed for tourism downturn
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Story-Series - Best Business Story
Non-daily Division, circ. 10,000 or more
First Place
Park Cities People, Dallas, Texas
Sarah Hodges, BestBusinessStory_PCPMay2025-pg8_JellycatHijinks

Second Place
Idaho Mountain Express, Ketchum, Idaho
Briana E. Miller, Income inequality gap still concerning

Third Place
The Pilot, Southern Pines, North Carolina
Frank Daniels IV, Blade-Maker Cuts New Path Into Europe













Story-Series - Best Business Story
Daily Division
First Place
The Cowley CourierTraveler, Arkansas City, Kansas
John Shelman, Insured but still on the hook

Second Place
Wyoming Tribune Eagle, Cheyenne, Wyoming
Alyssa Tolman, Some small businesses face steep challenges

Third Place
Yankton (South Dakota) Daily Press & Dakotan
Randy Dockendorf, Cimpl Packing Closes

Honorable Mention
Sioux City (Iowa) Journal
Mason Dockter, Financial Pressures











Story-Series - Best Education/Literacy Story
Non-daily Division, circ. less than 6,000
First Place
Riverton (Wyoming) Ranger
Sarah Squires, Marit Gookin, Job Corps news coverage; We're counting on you

Second Place
The Highlands Current, Cold Spring, New York
Joey Asher, High Anxiety

Third Place
Knox County News, Bloomfield, Nebraska
Carrie Pitzer, If You Can't Beat Them, Join Them

Honorable Mention
Hooker County Tribune, Mullen, Nebraska
Gerri Peterson, Teacher of the Year











Story-Series - Best Education/Literacy Story
Non-daily Division, circ. 6,000 or more
First Place
The Examiner, Beaumont, Texas
Jennifer Johnson, Honoring educators - just because

Second Place
The Examiner, Beaumont, Texas
Barbara Davis, Kid Scoop News awakens the magic of reading

Third Place
Park Cities People, Dallas, Texas
Sarah Hodges, Best Education-Literacy Story_PCPMarch2025-pg10_MomSoughtBetterCampus

Honorable Mention
The Taos (New Mexico) News
Olivia Lewis, "Working against the clock" — Tiwa program teaches more than endangered language.











Story-Series - Best Education/Literacy Story
Daily Division
First Place
Yankton (South Dakota) Daily Press & Dakotan
Randy Dockendorf, Gayville-Volin Embraces Four-Day School Week

Second Place
The Cowley CourierTraveler, Arkansas City, Kansas
David Seaton, Finding Their Way

Third Place
Yankton (South Dakota) Daily Press & Dakotan
Randy Dockendorf, A Hometown Success

Honorable Mention
The Daily Post, Palo Alto, California
Braden Cartwright, Math course controversy











Story-Series - Best Environmental Story
Daily & Non-daily Division, circ. less than 6,000
First Place
The Ark, Tiburon, California
Gretchen Lang, Coyotes swim to Angel Island to establish new territory

Second Place
Henderson (Minnesota) Independent
Rachel Miller & Beth Cornish, Proposed asphalt plant draws concerns

Third Place
Riverton (Wyoming) Ranger
Austin Beck-Doss, Where the buffalo roam

Honorable Mention
The Ark, Tiburon, California
Francisco Martinez, Frogs delay, rats play — marsh condos are caught in the middle











Story-Series - Best Environmental Story
Daily & Non-daily Division, circ. 6,000 or more
First Place
Jackson Hole News&Guide, Jackson, Wyoming
Christina MacIntosh, Moose dissected for fatal clues

Second Place
Farm and Dairy, Salem, Ohio
Paul Rowley, Farmers embrace H2Ohio, but Lake Erie’s algae problem lingers

Third Place
The Taos (New Mexico) News
Stephanie Gates, Activists object to tritium venting

Honorable Mention
Hyattsville (Maryland) Life & Times
Paul Ruffins, Science of the City: Food waste in Prince George's County











Story-Series - Best Feature Series
Daily & Non-daily Division, circ. less than 6,000
First Place
Casa Grande (Arizona) Dispatch
Rofida Khairalla, Pinal's People

Second Place
Village Star-Revue, Brooklyn, New York
Katherine Rivard, Drinking with Katherine

Third Place
Yankton (South Dakota) Daily Press & Dakotan
Randy Dockendorf, COVID Feature Series

Honorable Mention
Riverton (Wyoming) Ranger
Marit Gookin, Legacy and future, It felt surreal











Story-Series - Best Feature Series
Daily & Non-daily Division, circ. 6,000 or more
First Place
Farm and Dairy, Salem, Ohio
Paul Rowley, Salem horse deaths

Second Place
Advertiser-News North, Chester, New York
Ann Marie Vitoulis and Christina Scotti, Are prices really increasing?

Third Place
Brentwood (California) Press
Jake Menez, Songs in the Key of Brentwood

Honorable Mention
Jackson Hole News&Guide, Jackson, Wyoming
Jasmine Hall, Creatures of the Capitol










Story-Series - Best Health Story
Daily & Non-daily Division, circ. less than 6,000
First Place
Columbia Gorge News, Hood River, Oregon
Nathan Wilson, Vulnerable people and rural hospitals

Second Place
Steele County Times, Blooming Prairie, Minnesota
Johnnie Phillips, Miraculous Recovery

Third Place
Yankton (South Dakota) Daily Press & Dakotan
Randy Dockendorf, New Behavioral Health Facility

Honorable Mention
The Highlands Current, Cold Spring, New York
Leonard Sparks, First Responders Sound Alarm About Mental Illness











Story-Series - Best Health Story
Daily & Non-daily Division, circ. 6,000 or more
First Place
Wyoming Tribune Eagle, Cheyenne, Wyoming
Ivy Secrest, ‘She saved me’: Daughter’s research provides treatment for mom’s Parkinsons

Second Place
The Maine Monitor, Hallowell, Maine
Emily Bader, How Maine's rates of gun suicide compare to national trends

Third Place
Jackson Hole News&Guide, Jackson, Wyoming
Alex Viveros, Health insurance costs

Lauren Rowello, Denied, delayed, dismissed: Local trans-affirming health care for youth goes underground













Story-Series - Best Investigative or In-Depth Story or Series
Non-daily Division, circ. less than 3,000
First Place
Steele County Times, Blooming Prairie, Minnesota
Kay Fate, Rick Bussler, On-going history turmoil

Second Place
Fairbury (Nebraska) Journal-News
Gordon Hopkins, Power Plant Investigation

Third Place
The Paper, Morganton, North Carolina
Staff, Synthron Explosion

Honorable Mention
Knox County News, Bloomfield, Nebraska
Carrie Pitzer, County reinstates, settles, terminates











Story-Series - Best Investigative or In-Depth Story or Series
Non-daily Division, circ. 3,000-9,999
First Place
The Highlands Current, Cold Spring, New York
Brian PJ Cronin, Leonard Sparks, Jeff Simms, Joey Asher, Michael Turton, Beyond the Grid

Second Place
Casa Grande (Arizona) Dispatch
Jodie Newell, St. Anthony of Padua Catholic Church coverage

Third Place
The Highlands Current, Cold Spring, New York
Joey Asher, High Anxiety

Honorable Mention
The Baker County Press, Macclenny, Florida
Joel Addington, Brittany Wright, Multiple audit delays lead to lawsuit between county commission and clerk of court











Story-Series - Best Investigative or In-Depth Story or Series
Non-daily Division, circ. 10,000 or more
First Place
The Maine Monitor, Hallowell, Maine
Josh Keefe, Callie Ferguson, Stop Punching Him

Second Place
The Maine Monitor, Hallowell, Maine
Josh Keefe, Spanking or abuse?

Third Place
The Examiner, Beaumont, Texas
Jennifer Johnson, Sex offenders among us

Honorable Mention
The Examiner, Beaumont, Texas
Jennifer Johnson, 'Man of God' granted probation for child sex crimes











Story-Series - Best Investigative or In-Depth Story or Series
Daily Division
First Place
Sioux City (Iowa) Journal
Dolly Butz, Who killed Wilma Nissen?

Second Place
The Daily Post, Palo Alto, California
Adriana Hernandez, Sheriff's trainees

Third Place
Wyoming Tribune Eagle, Cheyenne, Wyoming
Hannah Shields, ARPA funding fails to cover all of Wyo. health facility projects

[image: Logo

Description automatically generated]2026 NNAF Editorial & Advertising Contest
List of Winners




Story-Series - Best Non-Profile Feature Story
Non-daily Division, circ. less than 2,000
First Place
Pinedale (Wyoming) Roundup
Cali O'Hare, Big Piney murder victim considered suspects his ‘closest, most trusted’ friends

Second Place
Harlan (Iowa) News-Advertiser
Renée Brich, A Dream Re-Imagined

Third Place
Henderson (Minnesota) Independent
Rachel Miller, Best Christmas Ever returns

Honorable Mention
News Letter Journal, New Castle, Wyoming
Michael Alexander, Bump in the Night
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Story-Series - Best Non-Profile Feature Story
Non-daily Division, circ. 2,000-3,999
First Place
Antelope County News, Neligh, Nebraska
Carrie Pitzer, Family wants mental health in forefront

Second Place
The Ark, Tiburon, California
Francisco Martinez, Bartender’s daughter unearths lost recipes of Tiburon Tommie’s

Third Place
Steele County Times, Blooming Prairie, Minnesota
Rick Bussler, 'It was a huge gut punch'

Honorable Mention
The Green River (Wyoming) Star
Hannah Romero, Shining a light on trona
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Story-Series - Best Non-Profile Feature Story
Non-daily Division, circ. 4,000-5,999
First Place
Riverton (Wyoming) Ranger
Austin Beck-Doss, What lies beneath

Second Place
Riverton (Wyoming) Ranger
Austin Beck-Doss, Respite for ramblers

Third Place
Eldridge (Iowa) North Scott Press
Erin M. Gentz, North Scott's 'dream house' opens

Honorable Mention
The Journal-News, Hillsboro, Illinois
Kyle Herschelman, Litchfield Class Hits All The Right Notes
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Story-Series - Best Non-Profile Feature Story
Non-daily Division, circ. 6,000-9,999
First Place
Jackson Hole News&Guide, Jackson, Wyoming
Christina MacIntosh, Killing coyotes for cattle

Second Place
Moonshine Ink of Truckee, California
Alex Hoeft, From Holding Pattern to Holy Ground: A Church’s Quiet Revival in Tahoma

Third Place
The News-Gazette, Lexington, Virginia
Scotty Dransfield, "A Living Bridge"

Honorable Mention
The Taos (New Mexico) News
Olivia Lewis, Clementine Miller, Throwing mud feature non-profile
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Story-Series - Best Non-Profile Feature Story
Non-daily Division, circ. 10,000-14,999
First Place
The Examiner, Beaumont, Texas
Barbara Davis, Failing the public

Second Place
The Examiner, Beaumont, Texas
Jennifer Johnson, Maddie Sims, Bicycles and Bibles

Third Place
Idaho Mountain Express, Ketchum, Idaho
Briana E. Miller, Knitting, painting and shredding

Honorable Mention
Philadelphia (Pennsylvania) Gay News
Lauren Rowello, Asylum Pride House offers LGBTQ+ asylum seekers more than a home
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Story-Series - Best Non-Profile Feature Story
Non-daily Division, circ. 15,000 or more
First Place
Farm and Dairy, Salem, Ohio
Paul Rowley, Wayne County community rallies around farm family after tragic loss

Second Place
Jefferson County Leader, Festus, Missouri
Abby Stetina, Story Series - Best Feature Training is key

Third Place
Farm and Dairy, Salem, Ohio
Rachel Wagoner, Matthew Chasney, The last farm in Parma, Ohio is giving city kids a chance to be in agriculture

Honorable Mention
Park Cities People, Dallas, Texas
Sarah Hodges, Best Feature Story-Non-Profile_PCPDec2025pg.10_DontSquishthatSquash
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Story-Series - Best Non-Profile Feature Story
Daily Division
First Place
Wyoming Tribune Eagle, Cheyenne, Wyoming
Ivy Secrest, ‘Enjoying recovery’: Disabled veterans take on adaptive sports

Second Place
Sioux City (Iowa) Journal
Jared McNett, Beginning again

Third Place
Yankton (South Dakota) Daily Press & Dakotan
Randy Dockendorf, Tyndall Native Recalls Covering 9/11 At Pentagon

Honorable Mention
Yankton (South Dakota) Daily Press & Dakotan
Randy Dockendorf, Yoga Class Shares Quality Time With Baby Goats

[image: Logo

Description automatically generated]2026 NNAF Editorial & Advertising Contest
List of Winners




Story-Series - Best Profile Feature Story
Non-daily Division, circ. less than 2,000
First Place
Stanton (Nebraska) Register
Carrie Pitzer, Stanton woman still treasures playing organ at church

Second Place
Harlan (Iowa) News-Advertiser
Renée Brich, At home in Harlan South Sudanese refugees build new lives in Shelby County

Third Place
Southwest Ledger, Lawton, Oklahoma
Eric Swanson, Honoring Meech Tahsequah

Honorable Mention
Herald Journal, Winsted, Minnesota
Austen Neaton, Longtime Herald Journal general manage publishes book based on 50-year newspaper career
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Story-Series - Best Profile Feature Story
Non-daily Division, circ. 2,000-3,999
First Place
Antelope County News, Neligh, Nebraska
Carrie Pitzer, Bible And A Badge

Second Place
The Ark, Tiburon, California
Francisco Martinez, Legendary ice skater ‘Mr. Debonair’ reflects on career, life at 90

Third Place
Lahontan Valley News & Fallon (Nevada) Eagle Standard
Thomas Ranson, COACH K ' S LEGACY LIVES ON

Honorable Mention
The Journal, Crosby, North Dakota
John Bayer, Johnson prepares for life as a nun
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Story-Series - Best Profile Feature Story
Non-daily Division, circ. 4,000-5,999
First Place
The Southwestern College Sun, Chula Vista, California
Julio Rodriguez, From Bowler to Bowl Games

Second Place
The Southwestern College Sun, Chula Vista, California
Julio Rodriquez, Honorary Degree to Journalism Actviist McCormick

Third Place
Riverton (Wyoming) Ranger
Austin Beck-Doss, Bold and unbroken

Honorable Mention
The Highlands Current, Cold Spring, New York
Marc Ferris, An Artist Who Uses Her Head
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Story-Series - Best Profile Feature Story
Non-daily Division, circ. 6,000-9,999
First Place
Jackson Hole News&Guide, Jackson, Wyoming
Jasmine Hall, Calling for gun control, every single day

Second Place
The News-Gazette, Lexington, Virginia
Ed Smith, Lauded For Flavor


Third Place
Grosse Pointe New, Grosse Pointe Farms, Michigan
Jody McVeigh, Images captured in Vietnam tell portion of veteran’s story

Honorable Mention
Grosse Pointe New, Grosse Pointe Farms, Michigan
Jody McVeigh, Priest’s ‘last best friend’ publishes book honoring longtime church leader
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Story-Series - Best Profile Feature Story
Non-daily Division, circ. 10,000 or more
First Place
Philadelphia (Pennsylvania) Gay News
Lauren Rowello, Jim Donovan — Philly’s first openly LGBTQ+ news anchor — is retiring

Second Place
Idaho Mountain Express, Ketchum, Idaho
Briana E. Miller, Splash artist Dan Karlovich continues holiday window painting tradition

Third Place
The Examiner, Beaumont, Texas
Maddie Sims, Former Beaumont murder suspect shares story of abuse in book series

Honorable Mention
Hyattsville (Maryland) Life & Times
Nigel Maynard, From wood to art
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Story-Series - Best Profile Feature Story
Daily Division
First Place
Sioux City (Iowa) Journal
Bruce Miller, A Principal Change

Second Place
The Daily Post, Palo Alto, California
Braden Cartwright, Perry the donkey dies

Third Place
The Lawton (Oklahoma) Constitution
Scott Rains, 'Old Man With a Sign' finds himself and his tribe













Story-Series - Best Performing Arts Story
Daily & Non-daily Division, circ. less than 5,000
First Place
Eldridge (Iowa) North Scott Press
Erin M. Gentz, Broadway Bound

Second Place
The Green River (Wyoming) Star
Hannah Romero, Uncomfortable stories need to be told

Third Place
Eldridge (Iowa) North Scott Press
Erin M. Gentz, NS orchestra's first symphony


Honorable Mention
Lander Journal, Riverton, Wyoming
Marit Gookin, Not just white noise












Story-Series - Best Performing Arts Story
Daily & Non-daily Division, circ. 5,000 or more
First Place
Idaho Mountain Express, Ketchum, Idaho
Briana E. Miller, Scrappy by design

Second Place
Wyoming Tribune Eagle, Cheyenne, Wyoming
Taylor Staples, The Folsom Prison Experience is a theatrical Johnny Cash tribute that reimagines history

Third Place
Yankton (South Dakota) Daily Press & Dakotan
Randy Dockendorf, Locals Get Chance To Take Part In Inauguration With UNL Choir

Honorable Mention
Moonshine Ink of Truckee, California
Ally Gravina, No Stage to Stand On











Story-Series - Best Sports Feature Story or Series
Daily & Non-daily Division, circ. less than 3,000
First Place
Stanton (Nebraska) Register
Carrie Pitzer, Bigger Than Basketball

Second Place
The Ark, Tiburon, California
Francisco Martinez, Tiburon resident serving up aces

Third Place
The Journal, Crosby, North Dakota
Jody Michael, ‘Swim Lessons’ show makes waves with variety of guests

Honorable Mention
Henderson (Minnesota) Independent
Rachel Miller, Three Belle Plaine residents tackle Pikes Peak Marathon











Story-Series - Best Sports Feature Story or Series
Daily & Non-daily Division, circ. 3,000-9,999
First Place
Jackson Hole News&Guide, Jackson, Wyoming
Johanna Love, One shot uncorks emotions in Ucross

Second Place
Jackson Hole News&Guide, Jackson, Wyoming
Kyle Leverone, Crittenden's comeback

Third Place
Sparta Independent, Chester, New York
Bryan Fumagalli, You can bet on it - and most everything else

Honorable Mention
Grosse Pointe New, Grosse Pointe Farms, Michigan
Ted O'Neil, Running it back











Story-Series - Best Sports Feature Story or Series
Daily & Non-daily Division, circ. 10,000 or more
First Place
Idaho Mountain Express, Ketchum, Idaho
Gabe Barnard, How Sun Valley Resort built its inaugural World Cup Finals racecourse

Second Place
Wyoming Tribune Eagle, Cheyenne, Wyoming
Matt Atencio, Rodeo’s unsung heroes: Pickup men

Third Place
Sioux City (Iowa) Journal
Nick Hytrek, Home away from home

Honorable Mention
Wyoming Tribune Eagle, Cheyenne, Wyoming
Jeremiah Johnke, Stephenson's swan song











Story-Series - Best Sports Story
Non-daily Division, circ. less than 2,000
First Place
News Letter Journal, New Castle, Wyoming
Mary Stroka, Who's playing?

Second Place
Quanah (Texas) Tribune-Chief
Shane Lance, Quanah Tribune-Chief Best Sports Story

Third Place
Henderson (Minnesota) Independent
Rachel Miller, Tigers finish sixth in Class AA State meet

Honorable Mention
Cedar County News, Hartington, Nebraska
Rob Dump, Sports story - Evie Freeman wrestling











Story-Series - Best Sports Story
Non-daily Division, circ. 2,000-3,999
First Place
Lahontan Valley News & Fallon (Nevada) Eagle Standard
Steve Ranson, Thomas Ranson, Denying Defense

Second Place
The Journal, Crosby, North Dakota
Jody Michael, Wehrman improves to fourth in 3,200 at state

Third Place
The Ark, Tiburon, California
Francisco Martinez, Teen makes history with Dipsea victory

Honorable Mention
Wright County Journal, Mountain Grove, Missouri
Ron Schott, Ozark Mountain Groove 07-30-2025











Story-Series - Best Sports Story
Non-daily Division, circ. 4,000-5,999
First Place
Eldridge (Iowa) North Scott Press
Ross Shinberg, Spartan Stunner!

Second Place
The Southwestern College Sun, Chula Vista, California
Alfonso Julián Camacho, College Loses Beloved, Eccentric Baseball Coach

Third Place
The Journal-News, Hillsboro, Illinois
Kyle Herschelman, Hats Off! Nokomis Wins Wild One

Honorable Mention
The Journal-News, Hillsboro, Illinois
Kyle Herschelman, We Are Not Done Yet











Story-Series - Best Sports Story
Non-daily Division, circ. 6,000-9,999
First Place
The Taos (New Mexico) News
Blynn Beltran, Taos, Questa cheer teams bring home the blue

Second Place
Jackson Hole News&Guide, Jackson, Wyoming
Kyle Leverone, Student car rattles through Figure 8s

Third Place
The Taos (New Mexico) News
Blynn Beltran, Tangle in the Timbers at Taos High

Honorable Mention
The Taos (New Mexico) News
Blynn Beltran, Tigers football heads to semifinals











Story-Series - Best Sports Story
Non-daily Division, circ. 15,000 or more
First Place
Philadelphia (Pennsylvania) Gay News
Lauren Rowello, Trans inclusion in local sports

Second Place
St. Louis (Missouri) American
Alvin A. Reid, Kehoe fumbles, Kansas wins big with Chiefs deal

Third Place
Park Cities People, Dallas, Texas
Todd Jorgenson, BestSportsStory_PCPApril2025-pg.16_DisciplineFuelsUnderdog

[image: Logo

Description automatically generated]2026 NNAF Editorial & Advertising Contest
List of Winners




Story-Series - Best Sports Story
Daily
First Place
Yankton (South Dakota) Daily Press & Dakotan
Randy Dockendorf, V-H Alum’s Desire To Give Back Amid Cancer Fight Leads To Basketball Event

Second Place
Wyoming Tribune Eagle, Cheyenne, Wyoming
Jeremiah Johnke, Silver slugger: Osborne claims Silver Gloves national title

Third Place
The Lawton (Oklahoma) Constitution
Joey Goodman, Elgin dominates Cushing, hits finals













Story-Series - Communication in Crisis
All Divisions
First Place
The Alamance News, Graham, North Carolina
Tomas Murawski & Tom Boney, Jr., Aftermath from Tropical Storm Chantal

Second Place
Steele County Times, Blooming Prairie, Minnesota
Kay Fate, Rick Bussler, On-going history turmoil

Third Place
The Taos (New Mexico) News
Olivia Lewis, Rio Grande Gorge Bridge suicide crisis

Honorable Mention
Stanton (Nebraska) Register
Carrie Pitzer & Lisa Wilke, Water Boil Notice











Story-Series - Preserving Local History
Daily & Non-daily  Division, circ. less than 2,500
First Place
Herald-Banner, Greenville, Texas
Laurie White King, The Cowboy Way


Second Place
The Edgerton (Wisconsin) Reporter
Mikey Rottier, Big Plans - Dickinson Warehouse

Third Place
Antelope County News, Neligh, Nebraska
Carrie Pitzer, Neligh honors Fort Benning namesake

Honorable Mention
The Edgerton (Wisconsin) Reporter
Tristan McGough, Edgerton Cigar Capitol of the Midwest










Story-Series - Preserving Local History
Daily & Non-daily Division, circ. 2,500-4,999
First Place
The Green River (Wyoming) Star
Hannah Romero, Remembering with 'Requiem'

Second Place
The Lawton (Oklahoma) Constitution
Scott Rains, 4-16-25 Lost history, found, returned to place

Third Place
The Alamance News, Graham, North Carolina
Tom Boney, Jr., Saving Sesquicentennial Park
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Story-Series - Preserving Local History
Daily & Non-daily Division, circ. 5,000 - 8,999
First Place
The Taos (New Mexico) News
Olivia Lewis, Picuris Pueblo preserving history

Second Place
Riverton (Wyoming) Ranger
Marit Gookin, Legacy and future, It felt surreal

Third Place
The Southwestern College Sun, Chula Vista, California
Luz Maria Clayton, Coffee Gone Cold

Honorable Mention
The News-Gazette, Lexington, Virginia
Joseph Haney, Ed Smith, Remembering the Flood of '85
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Story-Series - Preserving Local History
Daily & Non-daily Division, circ. 9,000 or more
First Place
The Pilot, Southern Pines, North Carolina
Ana Risano, A Story of Stewardship

Second Place
The Examiner, Beaumont, Texas
Barbara Davis, It's in my blood

Third Place
Warwick Advertiser, Chester, New York
Bob Quinn, WWII parachute christening gown returns

Honorable Mention
Advertiser-News North, Chester, New York
Ella Connors, Where history was made
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Video Journalism
Daily & Non-daily Division
First Place
The Examiner, Beaumont, Texas
Blaine Gonzales, Jennifer Johnson, We uncovered a web of criminal activity behind just one game room

Second Place
The Taos (New Mexico) News
Clementine Miller, Emery Veilleux, 3D-printed housing in Taos

Third Place
St. Louis (Missouri) American
Dawn Suggs, Christ Pilgrim Rest MB Church helping people in the neighborhood after the 2025 tornado in St. Louis

Honorable Mention
Brentwood (California) Press
Jeff Weisinger, How Adams Middle School’s karate program teaches more than kicks and punches
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Website - Best Newspaper Website
Daily & Non-daily Division
First Place
The Examiner, Beaumont, Texas
Blaine Gonzales, The Examiner

Second Place
The Mountain-Ear, Nederland, Colorado
Jessica LaFone, Blaizun Diamond, The Mountain-Ear

Third Place
St. Louis (Missouri) American
Dawn Suggs, Courtney Thompson & James LeBine, St. Louis American website

Honorable Mention
The Gazebo Gazette, Pass Christian, Mississippi
Hunter Dawkins, Gazebo Gazette Best Newspaper Website
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Story - Series - Best Opioid Crisis Coverage in Your Community
All Divisions
First Place
The Maine Monitor, Hallowell, Maine
Emily Bader, Rose Lundy, The Maine Monitor's opioid crisis coverage

Second Place
Riverton (Wyoming) Ranger
Austin Beck-Doss, Whole person approach, drug-related deaths, mulling how to spend

Third Place
Sparta Independent, Chester, New York
Mandy Coriston, Bob Quinn & Beth Quinn, Opioid deaths fall in region, Kratom revisited

Honorable Mention
Yankton (South Dakota) Daily Press & Dakotan
Randy Dockendorf, Yankton Gets Tools For The Opioid Fight
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